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The Ancient Western Travelers’ Documentary Records on the Grand Canal

WANG Jian
(Institute of History, JiangSu Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, Nanjing 210013, China)

Abstract: This paper emphasizes on the documentary records of the Grand Canal written by ancient
western (including Arab) travelers. During the Tang, Northern Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties,
the foreigners who were active in China recorded the Grand Canal in detail, which provided fresh historical
materials for studying the Grand Canal and greatly compensated the deficiencies of Chinese literature.
During the Tang and Song Dynasties, the western (mainly Arab) records of the Grand Canal are very
vague, not as detailed as the eastern (mainly Japan) ones. After Yuan Dynasty, Japanese recorded little
while Western (Italy, Arabia) travelers recorded dominantly with Marco Polo, Ibn Battuta as the
representatives. After the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the eastern records reappeared (the Korean
peninsula), but it is the records of Europeans (Holland) that increased and affected the world.

Key words: The Grand Canal; International Place Names; Ancient Times; Westerners; Documentary

Records

34





