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Research on Legal Issues of Copyright Agreements in

Academic Journal Publishing
GUO Chang-sheng
(Department of Journal of Peking University, Haidian., Beijing, 100871)

Abstract; Zhao Dexin’s lawsuit against the CNKI series of copyright disputes has sounded an alarm for
the standardization of copyright agreements in academic journal publishing. In practice, there are
various forms of copyright agreements between journal editorial departments and authors, with two
main types of signing methods: informed consent and explicit consent. Copyright agreements can be
divided into two categories in terms of types: copyright transfer agreements and copyright license
agreements, Copyright license agreements can be further divided into copyright exclusive license
agreements and copyright non exclusive license agreements. There are varying degrees of legal risks in
the signing stage and specific content of the copyright agreement of the journal editorial department,
which is very unfavorable for the standardized development of the journal editorial department.
Therefore, when signing a copyright agreement with authors, the journal editorial department should
prioritize the written form with clear consent; In terms of choosing the type of copyright agreement, the
copyright transfer agreement is superior to the copyright license agreement, and the copyright exclusive
license agreement is superior to the non exclusive license agreement. In terms of the specific content of
the copyright agreement, it should comply with the legal requirements of the civil law regarding format
clauses, fairly and reasonably allocate the rights and obligations of both parties, fulfill the obligation to
remind and explain articles that have a significant interest relationship with the author, and try to
distinguish between remuneration and copyright transfer or royalty as much as possible.
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