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The Transcendence of Whole-Process People’s Democracy over

Western Representative Democracy .

Substantive Path Based on Democratic Concepts
YANG Yan
(Tourism and Social Administration College, Nanjing Xiaozhuang University, Nanjing. Jiangsu., 211171)

Abstract; The development of democratic concepts as an institutional form is an important feature of
contemporary world politics. However, in hundreds of years of Western political practice, the
realization of democratic ideas was achieved through procedural definitions and election procedures
replaced people’s sovereignty as the core of democracy, democratic systems could not truly support the
will of the people. Although ideas such as deliberative democracy and participatory democracy attempt
to grant citizens deeper levels of freedom in management procedures, their design always avoids allowing
the public to truly enjoy decision-making power, leading to a dilemma between voting democracy and
deliberative democracy. The Western democracy with voting as its core is actually a formalized path of
democratic ideas, which is ‘democracy without governance. In contrast, socialist consultative democracy
with Chinese characteristics, in which voting and consultation complement each other, enables people to
gain a true sense of equality and freedom. In the development of the entire process of people’s democracy
in China, the governance process has been embedded in the socialist consultative democracy with
Chinese characteristics, leading to a path of substantive democracy and achieving the materialization of
democratic concepts.

Key words: whole-process people’s democracy; substantive democracy; socialist consultative democracy;

representative democracy



