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On the Disadvantages and Influence of Donglin School

on the Mind Study Zen
LU Peng-fei

(College of Marxism, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, Hunan)

Abstract: In Ming and Qing Dynasties, the study style of Confucian classics was not influenced by
external factors, but originated from the lingering charm of Donglin School. From the end of Ming
Dynasty to the later period of Ming Dynasty, there were some disadvantages, such as talking about the
mind without root, especially the two schools, Taizhou and Longxi, that Huang Zongxi referred to,
among which Taizhou was the most typical. Taizhou School advocates frankness and naturalness, and
everyone considers himself to be a saint. It affirms the natural desire and goes to extreme liberalism and
utilitarianism, which makes this idea popular all over the world. Li Zhi is the extreme. He opposes
famous religion, likes numeracy, and even stands up for thieves and sycophants. Being changed by the
learning style of Donglin School, which emphasized the integration of family, country and the world,
Donglin school, through judging people and criticizing the State Administration, influences the
administration and current affairs through clear deliberation, which has the effect of reversing the
atmosphere. The representatives, Gu Xiancheng, Gao Panlong, and so on, adopted Zhu Lu to revise the
four sentence teaching of Yangming, put forward the idea that conscience is the way to heaven,
emphasized the work of knowing things, advocated the application of the world, and the world as a
whole, which was the forerunner of the change of the learning style of the world during the Ming and
Qing Dynasties.
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