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Confucian Classics is Neo Confucianism: Gu Yanwu's

Criticism of Neo-Confucianism
ZHOU Ke-zhen

(Department of Philosophy. Suzhou University, Suzhou 215000, Jiangsu)

Abstract; Gu Yanwu’s criticism of Neo Confucianism is mainly a criticism of the " pseudo Neo
Confucianism" in the Ming Dynasty and the early Qing Dynasty, i. e. Yangming’'s philosophy of mind
and its last class. His main arguments are; the philosophy of mind does harm to Confucian classics; idle
talk misleads the country; the philosophy of mind falls into Zen unconsciously. These criticisms also
come with some negative comments of Cheng and Zhu's studies. However, these negative comments
mainly believe that the works such as "Er Cheng’s Quotations" and "Zhu Zi's Analects" objectively
provide suitable conditions for the flourishing of the mind study that deviates from the classics which is
empty talk about heaven. At the same time, it is also believed that some of Cheng and Zhu's remarks
have a suspicion of Zen involvement and the possibility of guiding the mind study, This reflects that Gu
Yanwu's thought on the development of Confucianism is different from that of Song and Ming Neo
Confucianism, which is the integration of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism. Instead, Gu Yanwu
advocates developing Confucianism on the premise of maintaining the purity of Confucian culture and
embodying the practical effect of Confucianism. However, on the whole, Gu Yanwu fully affirms the
Confucian nature of Cheng - Zhu school, and denies that there is an inevitable link between Song Neo
Confucianism and Ming Neo Confucianism. However, with " benevolence" as the core value of the
Confucian cultural values , Gu Yanwu, by reinterpreting the Confucian concept of "good nature", also
expressed his values different from those of the Neo Confucianism represented by Cheng, Zhu, Lu and
Wang, who advocated " preserving benevolence and eliminating selfishness" and " preserving
righteousness and eliminating benefits": the new values of benevolence that reflected the requirements
of the times between the Ming and Qing dynasties were mainly marked by the idea of "benevolence and
eliminating selfishness".

Key words: Gu Yanwu; Confucian classics; Neo Confucianism



