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Tianli, Xingli, and Renli.
On the Conceptual Structure of Zhu Zis Neo Confucianism from the Annotations of

the Four Books Chapters and Sentences

TIAN Bao-xiang

(School of Philosophy and Society, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou, 730000)

Abstract: One of the achievements of Zhu Zi's Neo Confucianism lies in the construction of the Confucian
moral metaphysics system. The reason why it is called the metaphysical system is because there is a
relatively rigorous conceptual structure behind its Neo Confucianism. The conceptual structure of Zhu Zi
‘s Neo Confucianism is most fully reflected in his lifelong research on the " Annotations to the Chapters
and Sentences of the Four Books". This conceptual structure is developed from three levels: "Tian Li",
"Xing Li", and "Ren Li". At the level of the "Tian Li" structure, Zhu Zi emphasized the absolute value
of "Tian" - "Li" - "Tian Li", the basic attribute of "sincerity", the basic judgment that "human desires"
are exhausted while "Tian Li" is popular, the excellent carrier of the "sage" path, and the practical
structure of "Li" and "Shi". At the level of the "nature reason" structure, Zhu Zi vividly presents the

primary connotation of the transformation and division of human "nature" and material "nature", the

' "

value sequence formed by "nature reason" and "human nature", the theoretical basis of Confucian
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nature" generally pointing to "the nature of destiny" rather than "the nature of temperament", the
ideological and methodological significance of the "nature emotion theory" relationship The path of
cultivation is the combination of "cultivation" and "teaching". At the level of the "Ren Li" structure,
Zhu Zi concentrated on reflecting the decisive role of "Ren" in the establishment of subjectivity and
moral standing of "human", the meaning of "Ren" as the inevitable "Li" in human nature, the pivot of "
Ren" as the "heart", the theoretical key of "Ren" as the human nature, the "Ren" method of "selecting
and choosing clearly" and "the secret of the merit of preservation and maintenance". The academic
direction of "Dao Wen Xue" is interpreted through the path of cultivation and the cognitive path of "
respecting virtue". From "Tian Li" to "Xing Li" and then to "Ren Li", this is not only the conceptual
structure that Zhu Zi intends to reveal to us through the book " Annotations to the Four Books,
Chapters and Sentences", but also the ideological mode of Zhu Zi's Neo Confucianism that we reinterpret
from the perspectives of text, semantics, and modern philosophy.

Key words: Zhu Zi; Science; Reason; Sex; Ren
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The Expansion of Public Functions of

Southern Jiangsu Academy in the Qing Dynasty
CUI Hai-dong

(College of Humanities, Jiangsu University of Science and Technology. Zhenjiang, Jiangsu 212100)

Abstract:In the Qing Dynasty, the academies in southern Jiangsu developed some new functions in
addition to the traditional public functions. Politically, Nanjing Zhongshan academy once served as the
leading organ for disaster relief, while GaochunXueshan academy has long been the general office of
seven townships, performing some functions of public authority. In terms of culture, the rural people in
Yixingcounty built academies to fight against the further invasion of Christianity, and achieved good
results. In terms of society, rural academies in southern Jiangsu have become the main body of grass-
roots education by replacing social studies and voluntary studies with non-governmental schools. It also
held law popularization and education activities, such as reading laws, reading the emperors edicts, and
preaching local conventions, and carried out cultural exchanges to become a local cultural center. In the
mutual shaping of academia and politics, the fierce confrontation between Chinese and Western cultures,
and the balanced development of public power and private sphere, Southern Jiangsu academies have self-
development and steady growth, and have strong vitality. They also have profound reference
significance in todays cultural renaissance.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; southern Jiangsu society; academy; public functions



