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A Study on the Canal Waterway of the Kangqian Southern Tours
HE Feng

(Editorial Department of Journal of Capital Normal University, Beijing 100037)

Abstract:In Jiangsu and Zhejiang regions, the Grand Canal is the imperial waterway for Emperor Kangxi
and Qianlong to patrol the south. During the southern tours, various personnel, materials, and
transportation vehicles were involved. In order to ensure smooth passage, a series of surveys, as well as
dredging, and repair work on the canal, were conducted. During the tours, corresponding traffic
avoidance measures were also taken. A large number of imperial boats and various accompanying ships
serve as transportation vehicles for the southern waterway tours, with many matters such as
transportation and towing involved. In addition to the imperial palace, water camps were also built
along the waterways and imperial roads according to mileage and geographical conditions. In the early
stages of the southern tours, there were also cases of staying in imperial boats.

Key words: Kangqgian Southern Tours; Jiangsu Zhejiang Canal; survey and dredging; traffic avoidance;

ship transportation



