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Interpretation of "Drinking" : A Philosophical Analysis Centered on Wine
PAN Bin

(Department of Philosophy, Institute for Modern Chinese Thought and Culture, East China Normal University,

Shanghai, China,200241)

Abstract: “ Drinking” is the basic form of human life, and the daily life centered on “drinking”
demonstrates the origin and meaning of life. “Drink” and “wine” have similar meanings and origins in
glyphs, and the evolution of its glyphs reflects the cultural development behind dietary activities.
“Drinking” belongs to eating activities, and “drinking” is equivalent to “eating wine”. However, this
transformation is an upgrade from the physiological activity of drinking and eating to complex spiritual
life. Since the Spring and Autumn Period, the ancients advocated “where there is sacrifice, must drink”
and “where there is drink, must be wine”. Drinking carries a diverse cultural dimension and activates
the inner vitality of the civilization of Li-Yue (ritual and music). A dualistic tension is formed between
drinking and Li-Yue. On the one hand, the culture of Li-Yue is formed in drinking, and on the other
hand, the standardization and improvement of Li-Yue is promoted in the process of drinking. Therefore,
actively constructing a rational drinking culture will help stimulate the revival of public life and cultivate
a mature public spirit.

Key words: drinking; wine; sacrifice; Li-Yue



