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An Analysis of the Types of Water-logging and Water Disputes in the

Southern Section of Huitong River in the Qing Dynasty
WANG Yu-peng, HU Ke-cheng

(Institute of Canal Studies, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng, Shandong 252059)

Abstract: The opening of the Huitong River has dramatically changed the hydrological environment in
western Shandong and caused serious water logging problems. The water disputes in the Southern
section of the Huitong River are often intertwined with the national policy of ensuring water supply and
transportation, which aggravates the complexity of the disputes. River drainage involves complex
interest relations between upstream and downstream states and counties. Mediation by powerful officials
is the key to resolving the upstream and downstream conflicts and carrying out river drainage. Without
the intervention of the state power, it is very difficult for the local states and counties to carry out river
dredging. As a result of the national policy of ensuring the water supply and transportation, as well as
the complicated conflicts of interests between the states and counties, the development of local drainage
and water drainage work faces various difficulties, which further exacerbates the deterioration of the
ecological environment in the region.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; water logging; water conservancy disputes
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