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The Influence of Urban E-commerce Transformation on Market Integration .

A Quasi-Natural Experiment Based on National E-commerce Demonstration Cities
LI Ren-jun, ZHANG Han-yue

(School of Economics, Hainan University, Haikou, Hainan 570228)

Abstract: Promoting market integration is an important part of building a national unified market and
the development of e-commerce provides a new opportunity for the formation of market integration.
Based on the balance panel data of 238 prefecture-level cities from 2005 to 2019, this paper empirically
investigates the impact of national e-commerce demonstration city construction on inter-city market
integration by using multi-period differential method. The results show that the construction of national
e-commerce demonstration cities can significantly promote market integration, and the heterogeneity
shows that the promotion effect of demonstration cities construction on market integration is mainly
reflected in high-administrative-level cities, large cities and inland cities. The mechanism of action
shows that improving the level of informatization and human capital, and promoting financial
development will help to play the role of demonstration cities construction in promoting market
integration. This research has certain enlightenment for promoting the development of national e-
commerce demonstration cities and promoting the formation of a unified national market.

Key words: national e-commerce demonstration city; market integration; multi-period differences-in-

differences



