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Selflessness, Equality and Compassion: Chinese Mahayana Buddhist

Thoughts and Human Governance
HE Zhe

(Public Administration Department in the Party School of the Central Committee of the C. P. C

(Chinese Academy of Governance), Beijing, 100089)

Abstract:In traditional Chinese thoughts system, Buddhist thoughts undoubtedly occupy an important
position. Being different from the secular perspective, Dharma has two attributes: the ideological
culture and the religious form. In the ideology and culture, Buddhist Dharma is essentially atheistic and
coincides with the inherent cultural spirit of China. Since the coming of Buddhism and Dharma to the
east, Buddhist thoughts have spread rapidly in the land of China. Whether in the upper literati class, or
among the ordinary people, there is a deep dependence and belief on Buddhist thoughts. Buddhist
thoughts rapidly combined with Taoism and Confucianism in China since it came, forming the
combination of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism and become an important pillar of the traditional
Chinese ideological system. The important difference between Chinese Mahayana Buddhism and Indian
native Buddhism lies in the combination of born spiritual practice and strong spirit of China’s entry into
secular society. It emphasizes the necessity to save all sentient beings in the secular world due to the
inability to extricate alone. Therefore, the Chinese Mahayana Buddhist thoughts have long been not
only the method of personal self-cultivation, but also the way of governance. The thought of Chinese
Mahayana Buddha has a strong sense of selflessness, a thorough spirit of equality and a great feeling of
compassion for the benefit of the world, which still has positive enlightening significance for the
improvement of todays human governance system.

Key words: Chinese culture; Buddhist thoughts; governance;enlightenment



