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Study on the Commercial Life and Daily Management of

Hangzhou Dam from Ming and Qing Dynasties to the Republic of China
HU Yong-jun

(Changzhou University, Changzhou, 213164 ; Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433)

Abstract: The terrain of Hangzhou is high in the southwest and low in the East and North. The water of
the West Lake flows continuously through the rivers inside and outside the city. In order to make it
convenient for the residents inside and outside the city to use water and to irrigate the farmland in the
downstream area, dams were built on a large scale in the Hongwu years of Ming Dynasty, and the dam
officials and dam men were set up to manage them. Later, the system of dam head was implemented.
The business life flourished due to the need of business travel over the dam. During the period of the
Republic of China, in order to prevent dam men from extorting businessmen, Hangzhou municipal
government abolished the system of dam head, and most of the barges were managed by Tanghang. In
addition, with the development of modern shipping., complicated procedures and poor management of
the dam, people began to think about the modern improvement of the dam.

Key words: Hangzhou; dam; business life; daily management



