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From Power Control to Market Allocation: The Causes of

Huaihe River Flooding and Zhang Jian's Idea of Guiding Huaihe River
MA Jun-ya

(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu)

Abstract ; Before the Northern Song Dynasty, the Huai area was a land of plenty. After the Southern
Song Dynasty, nearly a thousand yers’feudal ruling reduced it to a land of mountains and rivers. Zhang
Jian visited the Huaihe River many times when he was young. After entering Bian with Sun Yunjin, he
personally experienced the Yellow River rescue. As soon as the industry was in order, Zhang Jian set
about administering the Huaihe River. Zhang Jian's idea of harnessing the Huaihe River has a distinctive
foresight, that is, opening up the resources that have been regarded as useless, and the allocation of
which was decided by the market, turning harm into benefit. This idea is the basic principle of modern
civilized society, which is beneficial to business, people and the country. But it is not conducive to the
bureaucratic group seeking private interests through resource monopoly, and also makes those feudal
rulers hesitate who worried that their autocratic power would be affected, so it is difficult to succeed in
the end. The frustration of Huaihe River harnessing is not that Zhang Jian's plan is too huge, but that
the autocratic bureaucratic group has too much power to defend its own interests.

Key words: Huaihe River; flooding; Zhang Jian; Huaihe River; resource allocation



