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The Economic Dimension of the World Literature in its Development
ZHAO Zhi-yi', NI Fan®

(1. School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University City College, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 3100153

2. School of Humanities, The University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia 6009)

Abstract: When Goethe coined the term “world literature” (Weltliteratur) at the beginning of the 19th
century, the global capitalist market was taking its form. And world literature was inevitably influenced
by the order of transnational economic system from the very beginning. This article scrutinized the
production and dissemination of world literature in the past and present, and argues that translation and
publication of literary works did not just enable its circulation, but also became the profit chain attached
to these cultural products. Through production, reproduction, and consumption of “world literature,”
it can be observed that an unequal trade system has been formed: whereas Anglo-American (and major
European-language) literature is at the absolute center, with that of Asia, Africa and Latin America as
“the marginal. ” Thus, the modern Euro-American language and ideology has become the normalcy and
exerted a hegemonic power in the global cultural sphere. This article proposes that “a community with a
shared future for mankind” should provide some insights for configuring a contemporary paradigm of
world literature, where literary works from non-Western languages should play a larger role and make
more contributions to human civilization and world peace.

Key words: world literature; cultural trade; homogenization; a community with a shared future for

mankind; new paradigm



