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AL % 4 R A7)
The Sacrifice Activities of the Descendants of Confucian Sages in the South

of the Yangtze River in Qing Dynasty:A Case Study of Jiangyin
HE Yan-ran
(Department of History, Southeast University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 211189)

Abstract: With the development of the Confucian sage worship system since the late Ming Dynasty,
family-led worship activities for the Confucian sage gradually developed in Ming and Qing Dynasties. In
Jiangnan (the south of the Yangtze River), especially in Jiangsu province, a large number of Confucian
sage families gathered. Jiangyin County, as a representative among them, has not only the sacrifice to
the descendant of Confucius, Kong Hou, but also to Confucian disciples Shi Zhichang and Xirong Dian.
The three sage descendant families all have students recognized by the central court. Through the
investigation of the three enshrined families in Jiangyin, it can be found that the Yanshenggong and the
family cultural background are important factors influencing the practice of Confucian sages worship.

Key words: Confucian sacrifices; saints and sages; Kong Hou; XirongDian; Shi Zhichang



