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Surreal Parties in Contemporary Feminist Plays
ZHANG Ya-ting

(School of International Studies, Shaanxi Normal University, Xian, Shaanxi 710062)

Abstract: The British playwright Caryl Churchill and the American writer Susan Sontag have portrayed
the surreal parties respectively in Top Girls and Alice in Bed. This paper aims to make a comparative
study in terms of women and things, party themes and stage performance. As is shown, the surreal
parties depicted by Churchill and Sontag have subverted the linearity of man’s discourse on time and
blurred the boundary between literature and non-literature. They have revisited history by means of the
compression of time and space and sought simulacrum, which contributes to the construction of a female
community across the time and space, confirmed the boundless feminism and showed concern for the
current existence of women.

Key words: surreal parties; Top Girls; Alice in Bed ; revisit of history



