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The Route of Life Confucianism and the Transformation of Virtue Happiness:

Qian Mu’s Outlook on Life Happiness
ZHANG Fang-yu
(Editorial Department of Qilu Journal, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273165, Shandong)

Abstract: Qian Mu’s new Confucianism presents a “Life Confucianism” route with a deep upholding of
the “warmth and respect”. In the perspective of Life Confucianism, Qian Mu interpreted “the view of
enjoying one’s current life” and “the view of seeking happiness for oneself” of the Chinese to common
people. Meanwhile, he interpreted mind-nature theory and virtue theory to the cultural elites. The
interpretations of “Confucius-Yan’ s happiness”, “self-fulfillment and conforming to fate”, “the
integration of nature and human”, “the harmony of inside and outside” reveal immanent transcendence
of Confucian virtue happiness. Overall, Qian Mu’s life happiness theory possesses the conscious
awareness of transforming traditional virtue happiness to the modern, which is an important source of
modern Chinese virtue happiness theory.

Key words: Qian Mu; Confucius-Yan’s happiness; life Confucianism; virtue happiness



