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Marx's Criticism and Transcendence on the History of Surplus Value Theory .

Based on the Fourth Volume of Das Kapital
HU Fang

(Marxism School, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan Province, 610207)

Abstract : How did Marx inherit and surpass the history of surplus value theory to achieve the creation of
the second “great discovery”? The manuscript of the fourth volume of Das Kapital, the Theory of
Surplus Value, was an important vision to solve the puzzle. Marx analyzed the studies by Lobertus and
Ricardo on land rent theory, profit and average profit, value and production price, etc. , starting from
the research on the source of surplus value in economics schools. With the concern of “alienated labor”,
which is the result of exploitation of capitalists” pursuit of surplus value and the perspective of
exploitation itself, and then the revealing of the “inevitable” fate of the inevitable demise of bourgeois
surplus value, Marx found that the classical political economists tried to prove the essence with
phenomenon. From the view that vulgar economics is confined to class and justifies the bourgeoisie, it
reveals its inevitable historical destiny of theoretical disintegration. In criticizing the old world and
discovering the new world, Marx established the theory of surplus value after clarifying the relevant
definitions and relations, which became the “core” of Marxist political economy.

Key words: Marx; history of surplus value theory; theory of surplus value; Physiocracy; Classical

political economy; Vulgar economics



