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The Textual Research on Yang Zhu and His Thoughts

YAN Wei
(Department of the Philosophy, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092)
Abstract: Yang Zhu was an important thinker in the pre-Qin period and his theory experienced the process
of prosperity, decline and activation in the history of Chinese thoughts. Modern scholars have studied and
distinguished Yang Zhu’s life story, school affiliation, ideological purport and post-school differentiation
to different degrees. From a comprehensive point of view, Yang Zhu was a famous taoist scholar in Huai
River valley in the early Warring States period. Yang Zhu’s ideal for the value of individual life originated
from Lao Tzu and had a great influence on the concept of paying attention to life and health preservation of
Zhuang Zi and Huang-Lao school. Lie zi Yang Zhu is a work of the Wei and Jin dynasties, but it can be
used as a historical document to study Yang Zhu’s post-school thoughts together with several works in Lii
shi Chun qiu. The school differentiation of “Tolerance and indulgence” appeared in Yang Zhu’s post-
school, which formed the ideological trend of abstinence and fleshliness in the Qin, Han, Wei and Jin
dynasties.

Key words: Yang Zhu; Taoism; solipsism; individual consciousness; school differentiation



