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The Dispute over “Action” and “Inaction” in the Politics of Han and Jin Dynasties
ZHANG Xue-zhi

(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: The dispute over action and inaction is an important issue in the political philosophy of Han and
Jin Dynasties. This paper explains it from three aspects: 1. Wang Chong took Huang Lao as the guide,
“bitter hate falsehood” as the purpose, the natural way of heaven as the ideological weapon, and made a
general attack on all kinds of mysteries in the study of Chenwei in the Han Dynasty, in order to return to
the origin of “being indifferent, doing nothing”. 2. The struggle between Mingjiao and nature in the
metaphysics of Wei and Jin Dynasties. Guo Xiang realized the harmony between valuing nothingness and
advocating existence: he was in the building with his heart in the mountains; he traveled outside to extend
his inside. Everything is natural, so the natural is inevitable, and the inevitable is natural. The philosophy
of inaction can play the role of “action”. 3. In the Eastern Jin Dynasty, Bao Jingyan and Ge Hong argued
over monarch and no monarch. The clash of political theories reflected the monarch’s extravagant waste of
social wealth and the social reality that the people couldn’t bear the increasing heavy burden of taxation.
The no monarch theory imagines a world of supreme virtue, and in essence, expresses dissatisfaction with
the politics at that time. Ge Hong’s counterattack against it expressed the fundamental idea of Confucian
political philosophy.

Key words: the study of Chenwei; Wang Chong; Metaphysics in Wei and Jin Dynasties; Guo Xiang; no

monarch theory; Ge Hong



