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Concentration of Internet Platform Operators:

Risks, Challenges and Countermeasures

WANG Jian, JIANG Hou-chen
(School of Law, Zhejiang SCI-TECH University, Hangzhou 310018)

Abstract: In the era of digital economy, Internet platform develops rapidly because of its network
externality and the characteristics of two-sided market. The large-scale Internet platform has gone through
the process from relying on innovation to opening up the market, to seizing the market by “price war”, and
then to expanding the market by M& A. However, due to the characteristics of the digital market, there
are anti-competitive risks in the M&A of Internet platforms. The M& A of start-ups may eliminate
competition and innovation, while cross-domain M& A strengthens the market power of Internet
platforms. There are many challenges in the current anti-monopoly concentration system, such as
unreasonable declaration standard, difficulty in evaluating competition effect and too little punishment. In
order to deal with these challenges, we should establish a comprehensive declaration standard and a system
of presuming illegal M& A behavior of Internet dominant enterprises, increase the intensity of punishment
from the legislative perspective, and reform the evaluation method of competition effect at the law
enforcement level, so as to improve the centralized control system of Internet platform operators.

Key words: Internet platform; concentration; anti-monopoly regulations



