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What is World Literature in the Global Age?
ZHAO Zhi-yi

(School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang University City College, Hangzhou 310015, China)

Abstract: The world literature has gone through a process of evolution from Centro-Europeanism to
diversification. In the global age, with the post-colonial theories adopted in the study of world literature,
changes are found correspondingly in its connotation and value standards. Now, world literature has
broken down the boundary between different literary canons and integrated the literary works from the
marginalized regions, covering many ethnic groups, regions and countries. World literature has now
eliminated the binary opposition between the colonizers and the colonized, stressed the identity recognition
and promoted the dialogue and communications between different civilizations to attain the peaceful co-
existence of the globe.
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