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Human Nature Through Analogy. a Case Study of Early Confucianism

LI Weti
(School of philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei)

Abstract: The early Confucianists’ discussion of human nature did not resort to abstract theoretical
language, but to intuitive analogy. Among them, the analogy of structure, movement and sound reveals
the significance of human nature as a natural instinct. The analogy of growth, production and cultivation
reveals the significance of human nature as the condition of action. Therefore, the Confucian theory of
human nature is called “Theory of Human Nature”, which mainly comes from the researchers’ preference
for theoretical language, but it may not be able to provide a practical explanation for the meaning of
Confucian theory of human nature.

Key words: analogy; humanity; Confucianism
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Moral Kingship and Lords-Protector —

A Comparison of Early Confucian and Ancient Greek Views on Political Institutions
SUN Wei

(Institute of philosophy, Beijing Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract: Whether for the early Confucians or ancient Greek philosophers, an ideal political institution is
always the core of their philosophies and political thoughts. Based on the moral centralism, both sides
endowed the ideal political institutions with their moral and ethical view. For the early Confucians, such
ideal institution is moral kingship, while for the ancient Greek philosophers, such ideal institution is
aristocracy. Whether the moral kingship or aristocracy, they are the political ideals for the philosophers
with moral compassion. However, the realistic political and social circumstances urged the philosophers to
consider how to put such political ideals into practice. Thus, the moral kingship might be attained by the
approach of lord-protector, and if the aristocracy is hard to be attained in the reality, we must strengthen
the laws to achieve a stable and harmonious state.

Key words: moral kingship and lords-protector; aristocracy; governance of law; Xunzi; Aristotle



