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Research Design and Implementation of the Social Science Issue

of “Agriculture, Rural Area and Peasants”
PENG Chao', ZHU Shou-yin', ZHU Xin-kai

(1. Administration and Management Institute, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Beijing, 102208;
2. Renmin University of China, Beijing, 100872)

Abstract: The issues of agriculture, rural area and peasants are fundamental issues related to national
economy and people’s livelihood. Agriculture, rural area and peasants are the most significant explanatory
variables in the development of social science research in China. Social scientific research on agriculture,
rural areas and peasants should be based on China’s native, rural or urban-rural space. The “Eight-strand
of Native China” paradigm should be followed. Questions should be raised around the scientific theory and
the practical needs of “agriculture, rural areas, and peasants”. In literature review, “literature gaps”
should be identified. Hypothetical framework should be constructed based on theoretical analysis. Then
the material can be determined corresponding to the frame content. Data and materials should be collected
in a down-to-earth approach. Conclusions should be generated by adopting empirical research methods and
robustness tests. Policy design should be carried out based on scientific research. Learning Chinese
national conditions, using the world’s advanced research methodology and telling good Chinese stories
should be regarded as a technical route could followed by researchers in the social sciences of “agriculture,
rural areas and farmers” in the new era.

Key words: Issues of “Agriculture, Rural Area and Farmers or Peasants”; social science paradigm;

empirical study; methodology



