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An Analysis of the “Distinction Between Heaven and Man”

of the School of Thought and Mencius
WANG Zheng

(Institute of philosophy. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100102)

Abstract: Although there is some mystery in Confucius’ relationship between heaven and man, the
understanding of humanistic virtue is the mainstream. On the basis of Confucius, Zisi school deeply
thought about the relationship between heaven and man, especially realized the connection of heaven and
life through the concept of “nature is the destiny of heaven”. However, Zisi school is relatively rough in
the discussion of mind, nature and effort, which can not perfectly realize the connection between heaven
and man. Mencius, on the other hand, perfected the inner cultivation of virtue, thus truly completed the
distinction between heaven and man of the school of thought and Mencius.

Key words: Si Meng school; distinction between heaven and man; destiny; human nature

O RFHTFHRO HE AR TRIEAHETEHRALRDE, SR (FLRATE ), 8% E 45,1990, %8 227—241 71,
@ RFHTFRAFUHEN S WRAE R RHEEMEE ) bt R 2= iRt 1984, 55 82—84 T,



