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Escape from “A Container-like Self”: How the Self Is Constructed
WANG Yun, WANG Yu-jia

(School of Society, Soochow University, Suzhou, Jiangsu, 215123)

Abstract: With the appearance of modernity, individuals are differentiated from the traditional social links,
their economic life becoming more and more prosperous. However, the tendency of a mechanical world
leads to less focus on the significance of one’s proper life. Self-identification becomes problematic for many
social theories. Mead, Baumann, Maffesoli and Tayler answered the question through the concepts of “the
emergence of mind and self”, “liquid modernity”, “tribalism” and “frame and meaning” from their own

“

perspectives. On the basis of the analysis of their theories, we find that the “self” is the outcome of
producing process based on the social connection. The process of synchronic socialization and diachronic
socialization are two major sources of self-identification. However, both of them face the problem of being
too excessive. And the emphasis on the “sensible communities” and “transcendental communities” helps to
build the concept. In this process, “emotion” is no longer an opposite element but a complement, and is

accepted by “the process of rationalization” in a broader sense.

Key words: self-identity; identification; socialization; emotion; Maffesoli



