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Marxist Urban Criticism and Paradigm Shift from Production

to Everyday Life. A Case Study of the New Urbanism
YIN Cai-xiang, YAN Ming

(School of Marxism, Nanjing University of information technology Nanjing, Jiangsu 210044)

Abstract: The School of New Urbanism initiates its research on the combination of Marxism and modern
urban criticism, and discusses the central ideas of Marx on urban liberation. With the changes of capitalist
urban functions and themes, the criticism and paradigm of the New Urbanism also shifts from production
to everyday life. To be specific, Henri Lefebvre’s political-economic narrative criticism which was based
on the capitalist production and operation mechanism influenced by the macro interaction of the economic
basis and the production mode, turned to the everyday life criticism from a much micro perspective;
Manuel Castells shifted his attention from capital and class to collective consumption and network society;
David Harvey changed his criticism from the mode of production with the theoretical basis of capital
accumulation to community and city rights. On the whole, the urban criticism of new urbanism presents
two features: first, its theories get away from the grand narrative towards the micro life; secondly, it is
far away from the central issues of Marxism, but the value goals of liberation remain unchanged.

Key words: the New Urbanism; Marxism; production of space; everyday life; urban criticism



