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Cultural Conflict and Integration: Two Remodeling Paths

of the American Ethnic Relations Since 1960s
LV Qing-guang, CHEN Guogiang

(School of Marxism, Jiangnan University Wuxi, China 214122)

Abstract: Cultural conflict refers to the historical and realistic contradictions, antagonism and
confrontation caused by different values such as religious beliefs, political opinions and moral codes, or the
alienation, estrangement, tension, and hatred and hostility between different civilizations or cultural
systems. As a country of immigrants, American cultural conflicts runs through the historical process
through ethnic antagonism and tension. Its root lies in the mainstream cultural hegemony based on racist
ideas. Cultural conflict and integration have formed one of the internal motives in American social
progresses especially since Kennedy era. In the middle and late 20th century, leftwing ethnic radicals from
African Americans, Mexican Americans and Native Americans put forward the reconstruction plan or path
of ethnic relations with political and cultural separation as the core, which triggered intense political
turmoil and cultural clashes in American society. American political liberals, on the other hand, learned
from and absorbed some ideas of the radicals, adopted a series of reform measures in response to cultural
conflicts and formed the second path which made great progress in the cultural integration of easing
conflicts and promoting social changes. Taking continual legislative actions to eliminate discrimination and
segregation in the field of public, promote minority’s status of politics, economy and culture, to promote
tolerance and understanding among groups, and focus on cultivating cultural identity equality
consciousness. From Kennedy to Obama, sustained reform has been a powerful force in the integration of
American culture. However, due to the deep-rooted hegemonic consciousness of mainstream culture and
the obvious entanglement with the current system, Cultural conflicts marked by the black and white tension are
still frequent, the cultural integration marked by genuine ethnic equality still has a long way to go.

Key words: cultural conflict; integration; 1960s; ethnic relations; paths
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XuJing in Laozi and Its Political Development in Guanzi Si Pian

YAN Yue
(School of Politics and Public Administration, Liaocheng University, Shandong 252059)

Abstract: XuJing is the nature of Tao in Laozi and the original status of universe; XuJing is also a mode of
thinking to observe the world; XuJing is a guidance to dominate. XuJing has been succeeded and developed
in the four papers of Guanzi which are named “Guanzi Si Pian” for short. XuJing has been expanded with
YinYing, and the latter has a starting point called XingMing. YinYing explained the legal autonomy and
possessed a character of changes. The idea of governing by doing nothing that goes against nature in Laozi
could be feasible and doable in Guanzi Si Pian thanks for YinYing and changes, with the contradiction
between ruling and doing nothing being deepened. Guanzi Si Pian analysed the detriment of desire and
private interests to political affairs. Only selflessness can save the domination.

Key words: XuJing; Laozi; Guanzi Si Pian; govern by doing nothing; domination



