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“Propriety Before Punishment” .

Gu Yanwus View on Rice Wine Administration of Kingcraft

An Interpretation of the Chapter of “Prohibition” in RI Zhi Lu
ZHOU Ke-zhen

(School of politics and public administration, Suzhou University, Suzhou 215123, Jiangsu)

Abstract: Gu Yanwu experienced a fondness for drinking in his youth, an impromptu drinking in his middle
age, and a sobriety in his old age. The purpose of the chapter of “prohibition” in RI Zhi Lu is not to
advocate the prohibition of brewing. trading and drinking, that is, not to oppose brewing, trading and
drinking in a general sense. The first sentence of this article expresses the idea of “propriety before
punishment”, which shows that the author completely inherits the traditional Confucian idea of “rule of
virtue” and advocates “rule of drinking by virtue”. The education of rice wine etiquette comes before the
punishment for rice wine crime. The concept of “prohibition” in this article belongs to the category of
“post punishment”. In the authors thought of rice wine administration expressed in this article, rice wine
ceremony and rice wine punishment complement each other in political effect, and they constitute two
aspects of rice wine administration of kingcraft: wine ceremony is to prevent rice wine trouble in advance,
and wine punishment is to punish the crime which has happened.

Key words: Ri Zhi Lu; prohibition; rice wine administration; rites; punishment
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