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Which Kind of Villages Are Apt to Be Hollowing?

A Study Based on the Survey of 111 Administrative Villages in 44 Counties in 14 Provinces
HAN Ji-jiang

(School of Economics, North Minzu University. Yinchuan, Ningxia 750021)

Abstract: The rural hollowing is mainly regarded as a superposition of two factors: the outflow of rural
population and unoccupied rural residential land. In this paper, the data of an independent questionnaire is
used to analyze the rural hollowing level as well as the influential factors from the subjective viewpoint of
peasant workers. Among the 111 villages surveyed, the average rate of rural hollowing level is
14. 4 percent. Econometric results imply that rural hollowing phenomenon is mainly found in areas where
peasant workers have to leave and can leave easily, that is, in typical rural regions and areas with high
level of county economic development, rural hollowing tend to be severe. The larger the residential land,
the lower the rate of rural hollowing. In order to alleviate the hollowness of rural areas, the laws to set
upper limits to the area of residential land should be broken through so as to facilitate the combination of
unoccupied residential land, and to develop yard economy and rural industry.

Key words: rural hollowing; viewpoint of peasant worker; residential land; peasant worker; land
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