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On Su Shi’s Poems Related to Sizhou Canal

ZHAO Yu-yun
(School of Liberal Arts, Luoyang Normal University, LLuoyang., Henan 471934)

Abstract: Sizhou is an important land-and-water transport hub in north-south canal transportation in the
Song Dynasty. The Huai River in Sizhou belonged to the Grand Canal in the Song Dynasty. During the
Tang and Song Dynasties, Buddhist activities such as “the Cult of Sengqie” were widely spread in Sizhou,
and the scenery along the Grand Canal was so marvelous that passers-by moored their boats and walked
around to enjoy the beautiful scenery from time to time. In Su Shi’s lifetime, when he traveled south or
north, he passed by Sizhou for more than ten times, during which he created more than 20 poems related
to the Grand Canal. With different themes ranging from travel notes, depiction of scenery, emotions and
feelings, Buddhism, gratitude to friendship, these poems helped to express Su Shi’s travelling feelings, his
thoughts of Buddhism and his pursuit of personality, which is of typical significance in Su Shi’s poem
creation and the development of his thoughts. Analyzing these poems from the perspectives of the canal
transport, regional culture of Sizhou and Buddhism is conducive to better explaining the cultural
connotation of Su Shi’s poems related to Sizhou Canal.

Key words: Su Shi; Sizhou; Sengqie Tower; Gui Mountain; poems related to the Grand Canal
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