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An Analysis on Zhuangzi’s Argumentation on Ethics and Politics:

From the Perspective of Heaven and Human Beings

ZHANG Rong-kun
(Hujiang College of University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai, 200093)

Abstract: Zhuangzi proposed that “fate” and “righteousness” were the existential circumstance that human
beings cannot escape in ethical and political context. Also, he came up with his main ideas from these two
aspects. First and foremost, he regarded the “virtue of Heaven” as the beacon for being a virtuous man.
Only on the basis of this formless virtue of Heaven could the great harmony of the Heaven, Earth and
Human Beings be achieved. This is also the so-called “Inner Sage and Outer King” in a Taoist way.
Specifically, Zhuangzi had perfect wisdom, namely, “Heaven and Man cannot overcome each other” in the
face of right, wrong, good and evil in the mundane world. Also, he claimed that it is necessary for the
governor to bear the virtue of natural inaction which is akin to the virtue of Heaven since it might help
establish a harmonious world in a manner of supreme benevolence. Hence, Zhuangzi’s ethical and political
arguments fully display the fundamental spirit of “wandering alone with the spirit of Heaven and Earth

> in his philosophy from the perspective of Heaven and Human

without looking down upon all things’
Beings.
Key words: Heaven; human beings; virtue of Heaven; natural inaction; Heaven and Man cannot overcome

each other
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Text Reading Method as Confucian GongFu Theory .

On Tang Wenzhis Article Theory

ZHU Guang-lei
(School of Politics and Public Administration, Suzhou University, Suzhou, Jiangsu 215123)

Abstract: The two sources of Tang Wenzhi's article theory are the Song Ming Neo-Confucianism and the
Tongcheng School. On this basis, Tang Wenzhi constructed an article pedigree with scholars’ character as
the core and a reading system with three dimensions. In the first dimension, the ontological development
of the article was discussed in order of nature., emotion, sounds, and words. In the second dimension,
through reading the text thirty times and reading the forty-fourth law, learner’s practice was analyzed from
the perspective of words, sounds, emotion, and nature in turn. In the third dimension, on the basis of
cultivating moral mind, the system encouraged the latecomers to learn to write excellent articles and
produce the social effects of straighting people out and saving people’s lives.

Key words: Tang Wen-zhi; article theory; GongFu theory
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