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“Literal” and “Bloodline” ; Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan’s

Theory of Classic Interpretation Process
GUO Qing-cai
(School of Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Linfen 041004)

Abstract: Although the two debates between Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan were more than 10 years apart, their
thinking and differences are consistent, that is, is it possible or limited of language to clarify the humanity
and truth? Zhu Xi highly affirmed the expressive function of language. In comparison, Lu Jiuyuan showed
suspicion and caution about language. Their differences in concepts concerning language are also reflected
in their classical hermeneutics. Zhu Xi established the positive interpretation process of “word-meaning-
intention(truth)”, which combines the exegesis of Confucian classics with the “hanyong” (i#Jk) method of
Confucianism, and emphasizes the basic position of “literal”, which is to ensure that the Sages’ intention
is revealed. Lu Jiuyuan took the opposite path to Zhuxi, with “bloodline” as the starting point, in order to
make effective interpretation of fragments, and he resisted adhering to the “literal” which leads to
“bloodline” obstruction. Therefore, whether sinking into the literary content is the key difference between
Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan’s interpretation thought. In fact, both “literal” content and “bloodline” are key
components of interpretation practice. Zhu and Lu both agreed to attain the hermeneutic circle with these
two components. But they each had their own emphasis, and their debate enlarged the differences.
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