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From Confucian Benevolence to the Spirit of Contract.
On the Tenacity Mechanism of the Development of Fan's Yizhuang in Suzhou
LIU Zhi-qiang
(School of humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234)

Abstract: The development of Fan’s Yizhuang lasted for 900 years. It's development experienced many
difficulties and crises, such as the destruction of war and chaotic times, the contradiction between the state
and the rich gentry, the trouble brought by internal management personnel, the concealment and pawn
even occupation of public property by internal and external personnel, drought and flood disasters or other
difficulties. At the same time, Yizhuang had been continuously developed with great resilience in many
aspects: 1) the basic public land of Fan's Yizhuang had been firmly guarded and continuously increased; 2)
attention should been paid to strengthening the construction of various systems; 3) there were many
talented persons in the Yizhuang; 4) they were committed to obtaining the support and protection of the
state; 5) they paid attention to the coordination and balance of development. Meanwhile, Yizhuang also
had good self correction ability. Fan’s Yizhuang embodied rich cultural spirits, including the practice of
Confucian benevolence spirit and the spirit of contract. It embodied the spirit of continuous innovation and
self-improvement of the Fan's family.

Key words: Fan's Yizhuang; Fan's Jaicheng; resilience mechanism; contract spirit; Fan Zhongyan
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