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(FTHERH . ALF)

Historical Construction of the Local Temple:
A Case Study with Zhengus Temple of Jinxiang, Shandong Province
HU Meng-fei'?
(1. School of History and Culture, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100 ;
2. Research Institute of the canal, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng, Shandong 252059)

Abstract: Qiu Hu Teasing His Wife is one of the oldest folklore stories in China, and plays an important
role in the history of Chinese folk culture. Since the Han and Jin Dynasties, with the spread of the story of
Qiu Hu Teasing His Wife, temples have been gradually established in the border area of Jiaxiang and
Jinxiang where the story happened. In the middle and late Ming Dynasty, social customs have undergone
drastic changes, and the extravagant and assuming morale prevailed. The literati Scholar tried to purify
and improve the social morale by emphasizing Confucian ethics and morality. During this period, the local
chronicles began to appear as the wife of Qiu Hu was Shaoshi, and became the God for the chasteness.
Among them, the Shaoshis family of Jinxiang played an important role. The Shaoshi’s clansman strongly
emphasized the relationship between the family and the gods, and tried to shape Qiu Hu’'s wife as their
ancestor. In view of the need to protect the region’s interest and carry out social education, most local
officials affirmed and recognized such propaganda. With the joint effort of local officials and the Shaoshi's
family, the Zhengu’'s temple was eventually transformed into a local temple with the nature of family
temple.

Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties; Jinxiang; Zhengus Temple; local society
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