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Translocal Household: The Change and Construction Logic of

Rural Family Structure in the Process of Migration

LUO Xiao-feng
(Department of Sociology, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou, Fujian 350108)

Abstract: Previous researches on migration and family often separated migrant workers from their family
members left behind, which lacked a holistic perspective. This study takes the "translocal household" as
the research object, and takes the family distributed in rural and urban areas as a whole, analyzes the
form, characteristics, consequences and construction logic of translocal household. It is found that,
firstly, translocal households have different forms. Secondly, translocal households is constantly fluid
across time and space, and members of translocal households are spatially separated. Thirdly, translocal
households are the product of a combination of institutional structure, economic rationality, and
patriarchal culture. It is suggested that attention should be paid to the negative impact of households’
geographical distribution.

Key words: Translocal Household; family strategy; migration
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