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Confucian Tradition and the Response to the Global Crisis (Comments)
QIAN Ming, HE Shan-meng, ZHU Cheng, LU Yong-sheng, LI Cheng-gui

Abstract: It is necessary follow the profound excellent tradition of Chinese culture and explore the success
and ideological resources in the face of the global crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Confucianism
has become the mainstream of Chinese civilization in its thousands of years” struggle for survival. Crisis
consciousness is an important part of Confucianism, and rational response to crisis offers a somehow magic
solution. Wang Yangming, a master of mind science, was a successful example of comprehensive
management, which combines the treatment of epidemic disease with that of heart and the world. As an
ideological choice, Confucian interpretation of a series of concepts, such as quietness and brightess, change
and knowledge, suffering and modesty, accessibility and harmony, helps to understand the current world
with insightful wisdom. Public health crisis is not only a medical problem, but also an issue of social
governance and political order construction. The traditional Confucian “Life Politics” paradigm assays daily
life from a social political perspective, and emphasizes that “we should be cautious of fast, war, and
epidemic disease”. It is more effective to take preventive measures, which has played a positive role in
maintaining the order and social stability of traditional Chinese society. When the crisis comes, we should
not only think about measures against the sudden public health crisis, but also examine the traditional
Confucian cultural phenomenon and corresponding ation. This is Confucianism, and the responsibility of
Confucianism as well. There are limitations with traditional wisdom in response to the crisis, and there
may be three “as is” (traditional thinking, natural disasters, smart human) after the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, if we carry it out by actual efforts, enhance awareness of disaster prevention, boost economy for
people’s livelihood, develop science and technology to reduce pollution, and establish mechanisms to
regulate human behavior, so that heaven, earth and people run in their track respectively, and take their
own responsibilities, we can keep in harmony with the vibrant universe.

Key words: Confucian tradition; Cure the epidemic; cure the world and cure the heart; Suffering and

response; Confucian tradition of “life politics”; public health crisis; introspection
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