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If Not “Ge-yi”, What Should We Do?
HE Yu-guo

(School of Marxism, Tianjin University of Finance and economics, Tianjin 300222)

Abstract: Buddhism spread to the east for the purpose of “gratification”, but leading to the prevailing of
“Ge-yi” (analogical interpretation). However, as a necessary means for the communication between
heterogeneous cultures, “Ge-yi” has not disappeared in the way of interpreting Western studies with
Chinese traditional ideas. In the 21st century, with the increasingly awakening of the concept of academic
modernization, as a derivative category of “Ge-yi”, “Fan-xiang Ge-yi” (reverse analogical interpretation)
became the dominant practice. At the beginning of the 21st century, this practice of framing and placing
Chinese academic ideas in the concept of Western learning was widely discussed by the academic
community. The question of “What should we do if we do not ‘Ge-yi? ” has also been raised. Tracing the
source, summing up the gains and losses, proposing the needs for “Ge-yi” and “Fan-xiang Ge-yi”, assisting
the concept of “harmony” and advocating comparison of problem consciousness should be a new direction of
comparative study in the era of “Post-Ge-yi”.

Key words: “Ge-yi”; “Fan-xiang Ge-yi”; harmony
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