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The Interaction between Philosophy and History
—Notes on the Logical Development of Ancient Chinese Philosophy

BAO Wen-xin
(Institute of philosophy, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 210000)

Abstract: Taking The Logical Development of Ancient Chinese Philosophy as an example, this paper
attempts to explore comprehensively the interactive relationship between FENG Qfi's writing on the history
of philosophy and philosophy from the perspective of literature and thought. There are two important
versions of The Logical Development of Ancient Chinese Philosophy. One is the lecture notes of the same
name course from 1978 to 1980 (printed version), and the other is the final version published successively
from 1983 to 1985. After finishing the printed version, Feng lectured on Dialectics of Logical Thinking ,
and then started to revise the printed version into the final version. It was Dialectics of Logical Thinking
that gave Feng the direct inspiration to put forward the “epistemology in the broad sense”, which further
contributed to the writing of the second section of the introduction to the final version, thus enabling the
writing of the history of philosophy centered on the history of knowledge to accommodate to a large extent
the characteristics of “humanity” in the Chinese philosophical tradition. However, there are still
theoretical difficulties in the coordination between the epistemological historical framework of the
movement of three pairs of category contradictions and the setting of the four epistemological problems in
the “epistemology in the broad sense”. The resulting tension may be one of the driving forces for the
development of Feng's thought in his later years. His writing on the history of philosophy is written with
the goal of “trying to understand history as it was”, while the so-called “as it was” refers to the
“naturalness” or “The thing itself” in his theory of truth, which is a dialectical unity of relativity and
absoluteness of truth. It can be seen that out of his epistemological consciousness, Feng's theoretical
boldness was closely combined with his awareness of the limitation of his own writing when he outlined the
“circle” of the logical development of Chinese philosophy history.

Key words: Feng Qi; The Logical Development of Ancient Chinese Philosophy; Dialectics of Logical

Thinking ; epistemology in the broad sense
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