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A Historical Study of the Relationship between the Beijing Hangzhou Grand

Canal and the Land Sea Silk Road
YANG Jia-yi
(Beijing Municipal Bureau of cultural relics, Beijing 100007)

Abstract: From the perspective of historical geography, this paper researches a large number of documents
and archaeological materials. It found that in the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Beijing Hangzhou
Grand Canal was connected with the land Silk Road and the maritime Silk Road respectively in the north
and south with mature passageways in the history. From Beijing or Tongzhou at the south end of the
Beijing Hangzhou Grand Canal, the business road was connected with the Silk Road leading to the
grassland in the north, and then extending to Europe. From Hangzhou at the south end of the Beijing
Hangzhou Grand Canal, due to the extension of the Zhedong Canal to the port city Ningbo, it was
connected with the maritime Silk Road, thus leading to countries in South Asia. According to the itinerary
and trade records of Italian traveler Marco Polo, Japanese emissary Ceyan Zhouliang and Shanxi
merchants, the paper holds that the connection between the Beijing Hangzhou Grand Canal and the
maritime and land Silk Road was not only possible, but also played an important role in the social life at
that time. In the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Beijing Hangzhou Grand Canal has undertaken the
mission of connecting the land Silk Road and the maritime Silk Road, thus forming the international
transportation and trade system through Eurasia.

Key words: Beijing Hangzhou Grand Canal; maritime Silk Road; land Silk Road

(L4554 70
On the Spiritual Verve of the Grand Canal Culture
XIE Guang-gian

(Editorial Department of Journal of Jiangnan University, Jiangnan University, Wuxi Jiangsu 214122)

Abstract: The construction of the Grand Canal Cultural Belt indicates that the 2500 years old Grand Canal
is, like the phoenix nirvana, stepping into the future in a cultural form. In the process of temporal and
spatial changes, its spiritual verve has prevailed all over the region. Regarding it historically. the spiritual
verve deriving from the Grand Canal can be interpreted as nobleness and kingliness, wealthiness and
liveliness, mysteriousness and loftiness, and folkiness and earthliness. The Grand Canal is the artery of
national integrity and economic prosperity, the nourishment of thriving towns, and the habitat of the
common people. The current construction of the Grand Canal Cultural Belt is not only to stimulate cultural
self-confidence, but also to show our determinedness in keeping Chinese culture’s endless creative value.
The construction of the Grand Canal Cultural Belt means it undertakes the responsibilities to preserve
historic relics, to protect ecological environment and to enrich tourist resources, which needs the whole
society to cultivate its goodliness and create its vigorousness in the new era. Meanwhile, we shall avoid
“evilness” in cultural construction, i. e. misdeeds to destroy and damage historical culture and ecological
environment in the name of cultural construction. The essence of protecting, inheriting and making good
use of the Grand Canal Cultural Belt in an all-round way is to maintain the righteousness between heaven
and earth and to strengthen the cultural root of the Chinese nation, which is also the basic and main
purpose of constructing the Grand Canal Cultural Belt.

Key words: spiritual verve; the Grand Canal Culture; historical spiritual verve; current spirit;
righteousness
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