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On the Meaning of Wang Dao Publicity and Its Contemporary Value

in Neo-Confucianism of Song and Ming Dynasties
——And From the Perspective of Comparing Chinese and Western Philosophy

YANG Zhao-zhong
(Institute of Chinese Ideological and Cultural History, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: Publicity is an important characteristic of the existence of human social and political community,
both in China and the west. However, the specific approaches used to highlight the publicity are different
in accordance with the differences in their respective cultural norms. In western modern society, the
discourse of publicity is mainly based on the philosophy of rights. However, the Song and Ming
Confucianists’ philosophical shaping of publicity appealed to the discussion of morality and ethical
consciousness of responsibility on the basis of the cosmic ontology. Although the neo-confucianism of Song

and Ming dynasty focuses on the metaphysical construction of “Li Qi” and “Xin Xing”, it conceals a unique

public concern reshaping the Confucian publicity nature. In this article, Zhu xi, Wang Yangming,
Huang Daozhou,and other Song and Ming Confucianists were taken as examples. Among their many neo-
confucian propositions, three different dimensions implied by the public nature of the Wang Dao can be
found. First of all, the external “Tian Li” exists as a kind of the publicity of Wang Dao. Secondly, the
internal “conscience” functions as the public direction of constructing the social and political order. Third,
“return to Confucian classics” as a medium to integrate the internal and external, reconstructs the road of
publicity. All the above public meanings are presented in the unique thinking of “the unity of Tian and
Ren” in China. In addition, it is of great contemporary value to reconstruct the public nature of Wang Dao
in the neo-confucianism of song and Ming dynasties. Firstly, inherit the Confucian spirit of dedication to
the political ideals of the Wang Dao, and rethink the rationality of the logical approach of the Song and
Ming Confucianism “from the inner sageliness to the outer kingliness”. Secondly, carry forward the ethical
awareness of responsibility of Confucianism based on the concept of virtue. Third, transcend the insularity
of the modern nations and reconstruct the universal care of Confucianism for human beings as a whole.
Key words: Song and Ming Neo-Confucianism; Zhu Xi; Wang Yangming; Huang Daozhou; Publicity of
Wang Dao; Spirit of Administer Affair; Ethics of Responsibility; Universal Care
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