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On Zheng Yus Self-metaphor Artistic Drama Style
WU Xiu-ming
(College of Literature, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, China, 210097)

Abstract: Zheng Yu, a dramatist in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty, specialized in poetry and drama.
He wrote four dramas, namely Ying Wu Zhou, Mi LuoJiang ., Huang He Lou and Teng Wang Ge .,
together known as Ying Zhong Si Xue. The protagonists of the four dramas were all tragic characters
whose life was full of setbacks and frustrations, and they were also the spokespersons of the author to
express his inner feelings. In the process of self-expression, Zheng Yu's dramas created the object of “self-
metaphor” in three ways, namely, adopting real historical figures, changing the ending of traditional
literati and reevaluating the historical events and figures. His “self-metaphor” drama embodied a strong
subjective spirit. He often portrayed directly the current events with the protagonist's posture to express
his inner sigh and to show his memory clung to Ming in the dynastic change from Ming to Qing, as well as
the mentality of being tired of the present life and longing for seclusion. In terms of artistic style, Zheng
Yu's dramas belong to the category of short drama in the Qing Dynasty, which broke the norms of Yuan Za
Ju in structure. They were flexible in forms and exquisite in conception. The plots and contradiction of the
dramas were weakened, and the lyric function of the dramas was enhanced. The words were elegant, with
a lot of allusions, and the structure was greatly influenced by Nan Xi and Chuan Qi. Zheng Yu's dramas
are lyrical and has an obvious tendency to be desk-oriented, which reflects the Za Ju features in the period
of transformation. It is in line with the exploratory development based on the new concept of drama’s
form, and has certain typicality in the history of Chinese ancient dramas.

Key words: short dramas; self-metaphor; lyricism; artistic structure
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