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The Grand Canal and the Construction of National Image Discourse

LU Lu, DING Shao-kang
(College of Humanities and Social Development, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract; The Grand Canal, a giant cultural symbol, is a spiritual wealth of all mankind and a cultural
resource of the national image. The shift from hard power to soft power, the advent of the post-brand era,
and the entanglement with the discourse of modernity constitute the three dimensions of the discourse
environment of the national image, and outline the discourse battlefield of the national image dispute. The

“

temporal and spatial advantages are two important factors for the Grand Canal to carry the “national
image”; endlessness and prosperity, diversity and unity, individuality and globalization constitute three
important discourse elements of the image of the Grand Canal narrative. The form of discourse should
focus on the tension between inheritance and reconstruction, base upon current subject’s life experience,
and build a new media cultural environment, promote cultural identity, and highlight the national image.

Key words: the Grand Canal; national image; discourse
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