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Xunzi’s Inheritance and Development of Confucianism and
A Comparison between Xunzi and Mencius

——A suggestion to categorize Xunzi as “jing” instead of “zi”

CHEN Han-ming

(Tianjin Institute of Trade Union Administrators, Tianjin 300380)

Abstract: Mencius and Xunzi inherited and developed Confucius thoughts and both had a profound
influence on the development of Confucianism in the later periods. As a master of Confucianism in the late
Warring States Period, Xunzi not only acknowledged the concept of “Ren” (benevolence) as the core of
Confucius thoughts, but also greatly developed the concept of “Li” (Etiquette) in Confucius’ thoughts.
Xunzi placed high emphasis on the important writings of “Shi”, “Shu”, “Li”, “Yue”, “Yi” and “Spring
and Autumn”, and played an important role in inheriting and promoting Confucious thoughts in the study
of Confucian classics. Xunzi’s thoughts differed from Mencius, and the differences in fact exceeded the
commonalities, such that people have long taken their thoughts incompatible. Song and Ming philosophers
who praised Mencius’s philosophies went so far as to exclude Xunzi from Confucian orthodoxy. but the
studies of Mencius and Xunzi both evolved from Confucius. In order to develop Confucianism today and
redefine Confucian orthodoxy, we must attach equal importance to both Mencius and Xunzi and integrate
their practical methods. We should bring the thought of Confucianism into the study of Confucian classics.
Key words: Confucius; Confucianism; Xunzi; Mencius; benevolence; etiquette; “Confucian orthodoxy”;

jing
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