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Theoretical Logic and Cultural Political Significance of

Kang Youwei’s Theory of Human Nature

YANG Tian-qi'*?
(1. School of Chinese Language and Literature, Nantong University, Nantong, Jiangsu, 250100;

2. College of Humanities, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 102488)

Abstract: Kang Youwei, who was in the transition between the old and new eras, tried to examine Gao Zi’
s opinion that “man’s inherent character is human nature” from the perspective of western natural human
nature theory. On the basis of criticizing the human nature theory represented by Neo Confucianism, Kang
Youwei clearly pointed out that “human beings have innate desires, which is the human nature”, and
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maintained that desire is the expression of “nature”, which is available to everyone in the world of great
harmony. In Kang Youwei’s view, saints should consider human feelings rather than violating them. The
reason why the Confucians who advocated the nature of justice and reason refuted him was that they did
not understand the real way of saints. But this is not to say that Kang Youwei has completely fallen back
to the Taoist theory of “simplicity” of nature, and maintained the theories of “comparison with the child”
and “returning to childhood”. In the same vein as Xunzi and Ban Gu, Kang Youwei still attached great
importance to the role of “fake”. Not only did he agree with Confucius’s theory of “close nature and
distant learning”., but also he regarded “violating the rule of Chang Wei” as the basic attitude of learning.,
and advocated “forced learning”. Kang Youwei believed that theory of human nature of Xunzi and Mengzi
was based on different historical stages. Xunzi’s theory of “evil nature” was aimed at the “turbulent
times” of the collapse of rites and music; Mencius’s theory of “good nature” was aimed at the “peaceful
times” of Yao and Shun. In contrast, Kang Youwei preferred Mencius in his last years, which was the
refined learning of Confucius. For this, he regarded “goodness of nature” as his inborn “natural
principle”, the weapon of negating the ethics of respect for the elders and children, and the starting point
of human society’s continuous development towards Datong society. Kang Youwei boasted that he was the
real supporter and follower of Confucius. Although his theory of human nature was related to tradition, he
had his own original ideas. He had always tried to build a temple of “natural human nature” in the context
of reality and history and explored the future of human nature in the dual variations of “radical” and
“conservative”. His thoughts about human nature and society not only opened up a new realm of human
awakening, but also opened up the thinking about the relationship between human goodness and future
political civilization.

Key words: Kang Youwei; theory of human nature; natural human nature; perfection and virtue of human
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Research on Rural Land System Based on Path Dependence,

State and Structure Dependence

WANG Jian-hua', YANG Cai-yuan®, XIE Yu-mei'

(1. School of Business Jiangnan University; 2. School of LLaw Jiangnan University, Jiangsu Wuxi 214122)

Abstract: The article analyzes the rural land system since the 70th anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China. First of all, the history of the development of the rural land system in China is
reviewed and the basic development of the rural land system is defined. Second, the dynamic mechanism of
the change of China’s rural land system is explored from the institutional changes and the game of various
stakeholders. Third, by constructing relevant economic models, the paper analyzes the economic
performance of China’s rural land system at various stages of change. Finally, the rural land system is
established. The effect function of the system explores the internal evolution logic of the change of rural
land system in China. The research shows that the change of China’s rural land system results from a
game between the parties of various interests. It is affected by the industrial, economic, and social forms
at various historical stages. It has undergone a process from a mandatory system change to an induced
system change, which reflect national development strategies at all stages.

Key words: rural China; land system; 70th anniversary of the founding of the PRC; institutional change
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