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The Construction and Propagation of water conservation personal god
of the Canal in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

——Taking SongLi, BaiYing as the central investigation

HU Meng-fei'*?
(1. School of History and Culture, Shandong University, Jinan of Shandong 250100, China;

2. Research Institute of the canal. Liaocheng University, Liaocheng of Shandong 252059, China)

Abstract: Water transport is the economic lifeline of feudal states. As the carrier of water transport, the
importance of the canal governance is self-evident in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Due to the contribution
of Huitong river governance, Song Li and Bai Ying continued to be awarded and sealed by the rulers in the
Ming and Qing Dynasties. Since the character is blurred and more easier to be transformed by people,
coupled with the rulers to the recognition of the civil elite, Bai Ying became the god earlier, with the
process relatively smooth. Compared with BaiYing, Songl.i become the god later, with the process
extremely tortuous, full of complex power struggle. In reality, it is easier to find the god ’s “avatar”,
thus the BaiYing’s devotional region was far beyond Songl.i’s. As two river management heroes in the
same period, the circumstances and experiences of the two heroes after death differed, which is
undoubtedly the result of the joint action of the official and folk forces. Between them, official view and
attitude play a decisive role, but the role played by folk forces cannot be ignored. The influence of god’s
religion among people is an important factor in the official decision whether to include them in the national

> or “local”

worship. In the developing process of god’s religion, people will mostly make “native’
transform on the official religion according to their own tastes and needs. Whether this “native” or “local”
transform was successful or not directly determines whether the god’s religion can continue to be inherited
and developed in local society after official support disappears. What behind Songli and Baiying becoming
God is the complex power struggle and frequent interaction of the official and folk, which reflects the
formation and development of universal law of the personal god of water conservation during this period.

Key words: The Ming and Qing Dynasties; Song Li; Bai Ying; the Grand Canal; the personal god of water

conservation
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