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Tab. 1 Number of inbound tourists in Yangtze river economic belt (2010—2016)
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The spatial distribution of different types of inbound tourists in the Yangtze river economic belt (2010—2016)
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Tab. 2 Changes of tourist destination preference of inbound tourists in the Yangtze river economic belt (2010—2016)

. Y i 7 W S & TR YN e 2 gl SRl

f 2010—2012 2013—2016 2010—2012 2013—2016 2010—2012 2013—2016 2010—2012 2013—2016
=~ M 1. 82 1.48 0. 88 1.12 1. 17 1. 16 0.61 0.78
i 1. 30 1. 06 1. 38 1.77 1. 89 2. 17 0.68 0. 80
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Fig. 3 The spatial distribution of different types of inbound tourists preference in the Yangtze river economic belt (2010—2016)
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Tab. 3 The competition situation of inbound tourism market in the Yangtze river economic belt (2010—2016)
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Fig. 4 The relationship between tourist affinity and competition in Yangtze river economic belt
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Spatiotemporal Evolution Characteristics of Tourist Destination Selection
of Inbound Tourists in Yangtze River Economic Belt

DING Juan, JIANG Qi-wen, LI Qiu-zhuang
(School of Business, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Destination selection is crucial to the development and marketing of inbound tourism in various
regions. Inbound tourists” spatial-temporal evolution characteristics of destination selection in the Yangtze
river economic belt from 2010 to 2016 were studied from the perspective of economics and geography, by
the methods of tourist concentration model, market landscape model, competitive model and GIS spatial
analysis. It is find that, first, after 2013, there has been a continuous growth in the number of tourists.
The main tourist market include Asia, Europe and America, Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, and Oceania
had a small share. Tourists began to spread from the east to the central and western regions, showing a
trend of decentralized development and gradually shifting to a more balanced state. Second, there are
significant differences in the choice preferences of inbound tourist destinations in the Yangtze river
economic belt. There is a decreasing preference for the eastern region and an increasing preference for the
central and western regions. The characteristics of tourist destination choices in each market segment are
also different. Third, there is obvious regional imbalance in the market competition in destination
selection. Forth, there is a significant correlation between the tourist destination selection of inbound
tourists in the Yangtze river economic belt and the market competition, and tourists choice preference has
a great impact on the market competition.

Key words: Inbound tourists; Tourism destination selection; Evolution of space and time; GIS spatial

analysis; Yangtze river economic belt
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