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Jiangnan Quartet. from Jiangnan in Dream. Jiangnan in Literature to
Jiangnan Geography and Jiangnan Culture

SHI Jian-ping

(Suzhou Vocational University Wu Culture inheritance and Innovation Research Center, Jiangsu Suzhou 215104)

Abstract: Jiangnan is rich in connotation. Living in Jiangnan has been the dream of life since Tang
Dynasty. However, as early as the Spring and Autumn period, “Jiangnan” did not refer to “the south of
the Yangtze River”, and more general reference can be found in history. In Records of the Grand Historian
of China, the concept of “Jiangnan” was determined for the first time as “the south of the Yangtze River”.
After the South Jin Dynasty moved south, the productive forces in the south of the Yangtze River
gradually developed. The literary image of Jiangnan began to appear in literary works, especially in the
Song of Jiangnan in the Southern and Northern dynasties, which established the literary image of
Jiangnan. In Tang Dynasty, the administrative division of Jiangnan was further refined, as can be seen in
the change from Jiangnan Road to Jiangnan host road. The government also paid more attention to the
governance of Jiangnan, and the geographical concept of “Jiangnan” was close to that of “Jiangdong”. In
the Five Dynasties Period, the gentry migrated to the south because of the war in the north, which
resulted in the prosperity of the south region of the Yangtze River, represented by the Southern Tang
Dynasty (Yang Wu) and the State of Wu Yueguo. Jiangnan became a land of promise and thus “Jiangnan
Culture” was achieved.

Key words: Dream for Jiangnan; Jiangnan in literature; Jiangnan geography; Jiangnan culture
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