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The Reform and Cultural Rupture of Education in the Late Qing Dynasty

DAI Hong-yu, ZHANG Rong-wei
(Department of Normal Education, Sanming University, Sanming 365004,

China College of Education, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: The main purpose of educational modernization reform in the late Qing Dynasty was to enrich
and strengthen the country so as to maintain the rule of the Qing Dynasty. However, due to the passivity
of educational modernization, the reform was non-systematic and bottom-up. The evolution of educational
reform involved not only the consciousness of traditional culture, but also the response to the impact of
Western culture. But the reform failed to enrich the core of traditional culture, “Chinese learning as the
fundamental structure” focuses on the protection of imperial rule, rather than on early newcomers.
Evolved from utensils to systems, and then to ideology, the connotation and denotation of western culture
in education became increasingly rich. The purpose of “Chinese essence and Western utility” is facing the
challenge of “unity of substance and function” and the crisis of cultural identity brought about by
modernization has also led to ethical crisis. The weakness of deconstruction and construction of moral
system and moral education model aggravated the rupture of traditional culture from the perspective of
social ethical relations.

Key words: Education in the late Qing Dynasty; Chinese essence and Western utility; Cultural rupture
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Famous Confucious Scholars of the Eastern Han Dynasty Trapped in the
Conflict between Scholarship and Imperial Authority

CAO Rui-tao
(School of Public Administration, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: Chinese traditional elite class usually had the dual identity as scholars and officials. However,
the relationship between the scholarship and imperial authority was not always harmonious. When there
was a conflict between the scholarship and the imperial authority, the scholar-officials would compromise
their academic principles, especial when they had to confront some powerful monarchs. Emperor Guangwu
of Han, the founder of the Eastern Han Dynasty, usually enjoys the reputation of prudence and tolerance.
However, as he was obsessed on Chen Wei, a kind of divination combined with mystical Confucinist
belief, there was a disharmony of ideas between the emperor and his contemporary famous Confucious
scholars. An investigation into Zheng Xing, Huan Tan and Jia Kui in the special political atmosphere in
that period, a glimps can be arrived at as for the relationship between the Confucinist scholarship and the
imperial authority in classical imperial times.

Key words: Chen Wei; Emperor Guangwu; Zheng Xing; Huan Tan; Jia Kui

70



