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Interpretations of Chinese Philosophers’ Theory of Human Nature in the

Vision of Buddhist Consciousness-only in the 20th Century

YUAN Hong-yu

(Institute of Chinese Ideological and Cultural History, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou Fujian 350116)

Abstract: The 20th century has witnessed the emergence of Buddhist Consciousness-only philosophy,
which try to interpret Pre-Qin theories of human nature. Consciousness-only scholars differ in their
understanding of good and evil attibutes of human nature. The first was for Mencius’ theory of goodness
of nature, “atma-sneha” (worry heart caitta) or “ahim! sa” (benevolence caitta) ; The second was for Xun
7Zi’s theory of evil human nature, “mana-indriya” (seventh consciousness) or “mind vij? ana” (sixth
consciousness). The third was for Gao Zi’s theory of non-good and non-evil human nature, “vipaka-vij?
ana” (body of eighth consciousness alaya) or “vipaka-jivita” (function of eighth consciousness alaya).
Despite the differences, Consciousness-only philosophy holds Buddhism background of cognitive system as
the only one way to settle human nature disputes. It meets the requirement of life and social ethics in a
given era, and sheds light on moral judgment of good and evil of human nature in the contemporary
society.

Key words: Consciousness-only Philosophy; Philosophers; Theories of human nature
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